WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A water-jet propulsion personal watercraft comprising: 

a body including a hull and a deck covering the deck from above; 

a water jet pump disposed on a rear portion of the body and configured to 
propel the watercraft; 

an engine mounted forward relative to the water jet pump within the body 
and configured to drive the water jet pump; 

a propeller shaft configured to connect the engine to the water jet pump; 

a coupling mechanism disposed behind the engine and configured to connect 
an output shaft of the engine to the propeller shaft; and 

an air cleaner box disposed behind the engine and above the coupling 
mechanism within the body and configured to take in air for the engine from outside 
the watercraft. 

2. The water-jet propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 1, wherein 
the engine is a four-cycle engine. 

3. The water-jet propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 2, wherein 
the air cleaner box is supported by the body and is connected to an air-intake pipe of 
the engine through a flexible connecting pipe. 
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4. The water-jet propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 2, further 
comprising: 

a storage box removably mounted behind and adjacent the air cleaner box, 
the storage box being mounted into the body from above. 

5. The water-jet propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 4, further 
comprising: 

a first opening provided at a position of the deck above the engine; 

a second opening provided to be spaced apart from and behind the first 
opening, wherein 

the storage box is removably fitted to the second opening, and 

the air cleaner box is supported by an upper wall of the deck between the first 
and second openings and connected to an air-intake pipe of the engine through a 
flexible connecting pipe. 

6. The water-jet propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 1, wherein 
the air cleaner box has an air inlet, and a cover is configured to cover the air inlet 
such that a gap is formed between the air inlet and the cover. 

7. The water jet-propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 6, 
wherein the air inlet of the air cleaner box is provided on an upper portion of the air 
cleaner box, and the air cleaner box is provided with an air guide pipe having the air 
inlet and an outlet and extending downward from the air inlet to a lower portion of 
the air cleaner box within the air cleaner box. 
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8. The water-jet propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 7, wherein 
the air inlet is provided in a concave portion formed on an upper portion of a front 
wall of the air cleaner box. 

9. The water-jet propulsion personal watercraft according to Claim 6, wherein 
the air cleaner box has a separating wall provided inside thereof and configured to 
divide an internal space into a plurality of sub-spaces, and a communicating passage 
is provided on the separating wall to allow the sub-spaces to fluidically 
communicate with each other. 
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